Tatiana Copeland

Proprietor and President, Bouchaine Vineyards

“My first visit to Bouchaine, in 1981, was for a ‘testing’ rather than a ‘tasting’, recollects Tatiana Copeland.  I was on a business trip in Los Angeles, and my husband called to tell me that a winery in Napa Valley was for sale. I flew up that afternoon, put on my CPA hat, asked a myriad of questions and looked around. There were two very dilapidated buildings, with bare earth and no vines. However, the beauty of Carneros captured my imagination. Now, almost 30 years later, the property has truly blossomed into an elegant country winery, and I am ever more delighted.” 
Tatiana Copeland has a remarkable legacy: her Russian roots date back more than 1,000 years, and composer Sergei Rachmaninoff was her great uncle.  She is, in fact, named after his daughter.  Her grandmother was one of the first women in Russia to learn to drive – and the first woman to drive a car through Red Square. Tatiana, however, did not grow up in her homeland. Her family, like many nobles at the time of the Russian revolution, was forced to flee their homeland and lost their citizenship, their wealth, and their heritage.  
Born in Dresden, Germany, Tatiana soon emigrated to Denmark and then to Argentina, where she spent most of her childhood. “Argentina is legendary for beef and wine,” she says, recalling family gatherings. “As far back as I can remember, we enjoyed wine with our meals.  Language and art and music – things which continue to interest me tremendously – became a source of comfort. They were part of the ‘interior life’ that I could take with me. Friends, on the other hand, I had to keep leaving behind.” 

A true polyglot, Tatiana fluently speaks Russian, French, Spanish, German and English.  She emphasizes, “My facility with languages was perhaps the beginning of my ‘global citizenship,’ but my mother also imbued me with a sense of social responsibility and purpose.” Her parents were determined to give their daughter the biggest gift for her eighteenth birthday, the opportunity to have a secure future. The family emigrated to the US, settling in California. Tatiana enrolled at UCLA as a foreign student, and was voted the Outstanding Foreign Student her graduating year. She slightly surprised herself with how much she liked numbers, made Phi Beta Kappa, and graduated summa cum laude.  One of only two women in her graduating class of 500, she was ranked #1. (The other young woman was #2.)  She earned her M.B.A. at the University of California at Berkeley. 

She went to work for Price Waterhouse at a time when women in business were very rare. Later, Tatiana’s multi-cultural perspective, linguistic skills and strategic thinking made her a natural for posting to DuPont’s European headquarters in Geneva.  A year later, she was summoned back to DuPont in Delaware, where she met her future husband. They quickly discovered a shared appreciation of beauty, a love of fine wine and food, and a strong commitment to philanthropy.  The two were married in 1979.

In 1981, the Copelands together with a group of partners purchased a neglected winery in the Carneros region of Napa Valley, and established Chateau Bouchaine.  Ten years later, the couple became sole proprietors of the winery and renamed it Bouchaine Vineyards. Guided by a desire to create a distinctive style of wines, the Copelands and the new Bouchaine team revamped every aspect of both the winery and the vineyards. Tatiana directs the winery’s marketing and finances, leaving the wines themselves in the hands of her husband and the winemaking team.  Her pencil is at its sharpest when she is balancing beauty and the bottom-line at Bouchaine.  “With my CPA background, where Bouchaine is concerned, my head is constantly battling my heart – and sometimes even my husband,” she laughs.  “We need to be responsible and make beautiful wines.  Like searching for the Holy Grail, it’s a challenge, but I think we are succeeding.”
Today, Tatiana continues to exercise her business brain as head of her own financial firm in Wilmington, Delaware. She has made it her personal challenge to use her business know-how, leadership skills and community standing to help with the arts.  She serves on the boards of The Grand Opera House (Wilmington’s historic opera house) and the Delaware Symphony Orchestra. She also donated a sculpture garden to the Delaware Art Museum and underwrote the new student center at the Delaware College of Art & Design.  Her efforts in helping to recreate the “Kalmar Nyckel” (a full-size replica of the ship which brought the first Swedish settlers to America in the 1600s) resulted in her effigy being immortalized with a life-size carving at the ship’s bow. She also loves to watch out for the underdog – literally. After Hurricane Katrina, Tatiana rescued 150 dogs abandoned in New Orleans.

Looking out at Bouchaine’s vineyards she shares these thoughts, “It’s tempting to linger here, enjoying the countryside with a glass of our Estate Pinot Noir. We want our visitors to experience the same connection to the land and the wine at Bouchaine as we do.”

