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“Almost any wine that is of interest, that is satisfying, has multiple elements. I love to use a ‘music metaphor’ when tasting with guests at Bouchaine. Wine flavors combine like notes, forming chords and developing harmonious tones or themes. We lay the flavors over each other; they flow through each other… until the composition completes itself with layers of sensory satisfaction. There’s also an emotional component, and most people who visit Bouchaine feel they can taste the connection between the land, the grapes, and us, the people who nurture them,” notes Greg Gauthier, Vice President of Wine Production and Sales at Bouchaine Vineyards.
Greg grew up in Chicago and entered college fascinated by how things worked, envisioning a career in engineering. In 1972, at the age of 19, he succumbed to the siren song of California. Four years later, he began his life in wine. Stints with Sebastiani, Sutter Home, Klein Family Vineyards, and Rodney Strong Wines found him based around the country, first in San Francisco and Los Angeles, then Dallas, Chicago and now in Napa. He has worked in every major market and promoted California wines in all 50 states. Along the way, he has cultivated personal relationships from coast to coast. His knowledge of the national wine distribution network borders on the encyclopedic.
Greg has frequently managed to be in the right spot at exactly the right time. He had a key role in successfully launching Sebastiani Vineyard's Country Varietals. He helped establish Sutter Home as a national brand. He redesigned the package for Sutter Home’s innovative single-serving concept; miniature wine bottles sold in a 4-pack are now ubiquitous. Greg ultimately became Director of Sales and Marketing for Sutter Home’s first foray into fine wine with their Monteviña Winery in Amador County. Several years later, inspired by his strong working relationship and personal friendship with Rodney Strong, Greg realized that his destiny and his dream still lay in California. He commuted from Chicago for several years to attend winemaking and viticulture classes at UC Davis. Finally, in 1999, Greg moved his family back to the wine country. 

When Greg met Michael Richmond in 2000, Greg predicted to his wife that “one day Michael and I will be making wine together.” Greg began to delve ever deeper into the "science and soul of wine,” and Michael, himself a winemaker, introduced him to other members of what Greg calls “the artistic brotherhood of the vine.” When Greg joined the Chalone Wine Group, he and Michael developed such a well-balanced working relationship that when Michael was hired two years later as the general manager of Bouchaine, he promptly presented Greg to the owners as “the other half of the package.”

Greg comments, “Not only have Michael and I been able to continue working together, but we’ve gotten to rebuild Bouchaine, to shape a vision and create a sustainable business with the Copelands. Building an organization, like crafting a fine wine, is all about harmony: harmony between people on a day-to-day basis, of course, but also harmony of purpose. An important element of my contribution is to keep everyone’s eyes and energies focused on the goal of creating the best wines possible from the vineyards.”

Greg has been part of Bouchaine’s management team since joining the winery.  He and Michael now share the responsibility for every aspect of winemaking and management. Greg remains the consummate Bouchaine ambassador, traveling and pouring far and wide. Guests who meet him at tastings, winemaker dinners, and other events, tend to repeat his anecdotes and try to recreate his spontaneous demonstrations, including ”how the glass affects the taste.” He loves to conduct safari tours of the Bouchaine vineyards from the back of the winery’s pick-up truck, treating his visitors to a lively viticultural travelogue.  He also hops on and off to point out specific aspects of Bouchaine’s farming philosophy and to hand out various leaves, fruit clusters, and anything else he spots of interest.
Greg resides with his wife Lorrie and daughter Jacqueline in the town of Napa. Their son William has repatriated to the Chicago area to pursue his career writing role-playing games. In addition to his family, their dogs, and wine, music is Greg’s other lifelong passion.  “I’d rather play than listen. I’m thrilled that I can occasionally accompany our daughter, who sings professionally." Lorrie and Greg adopted their newest dog, Buchli (named for the winery location) at an SPCA-sponsored event at Bouchaine. “Buchli runs around in the vineyard hunting rabbits while I play my guitar in what I think is the most beautiful place on earth. I can’t express it better than to say that I truly love the Bouchaine vineyards."

