Gerret Copeland

Proprietor and Chairman, Bouchaine Vineyards

“I fell in love with Burgundy on my first trip there with my father, when I was sixteen,” Gerret Copeland recalls.  The world of wine caught my imagination and never left it.  Bouchaine is the realization of my boyhood dream.”

Gerret Copeland began to develop his wine palate as a teenager.  “Our house was always filled with good food and good wine,” he remembers.  “In our family, wine wasn’t just part of our lifestyle, it was in our blood.”  His parents, Pamela and Lammot du Pont Copeland, were great collectors of fine Burgundies, enjoying a bottle from their cellar every evening. They educated their children in the French tradition, diluting a half-glass of wine with water. As the proportion of water decreased, Gerret’s appreciation increased… and by the time he started college, his dining excursions always included wine.
Gerret’s father, Lammot du Pont Copeland, was the 11th president of the DuPont Company.  He was also a founder of the Wilmington, Delaware, chapter of the Confrérie des Chevaliers du Tastevin. His mother, Pamela Copeland, a noted horticulturalist, enjoyed fine wine as well and was the first woman in the U.S. invited to join the Chevaliers du Tastevin. Shortly after her husband’s death, she informed her children that she hoped to live long enough to enjoy the thousands of bottles still in the cellar – and she did!  

Later, during Gerret’s travels to Burgundy, where his imagination and palate were captured by the region’s Pinot Noirs and Chardonnays, he began dreaming of owning his own winery.  “One evening in the early 80s, a friend asked me what my pipedream investment would be. I don’t remember what we were drinking on that occasion, but I do remember my immediate response – ‘To own a winery or a vineyard in Burgundy or California.’  A year went by, and then my friend called to say that a limited partnership was being formed to purchase a winery in Carneros. My fantasy leapt into fast-forward.”
In 1981, Gerret and his wife Tatiana, along with a group of partners, purchased and began renovating the oldest winery in the Carneros region. They gave a nod to his family’s old world heritage by naming it Château Bouchaine.  A decade later, Gerret and Tatiana bought out the original partners to become sole proprietors of the winery. They renamed it Bouchaine Vineyards to acknowledge wines inspired not only by the elegant tradition of Burgundy but also the exuberance of Napa.  “My role at Bouchaine is to make sure we make the best possible wines from the grapes in our vineyard.  Because we are the sole owners, we can easily make whatever changes each harvest calls for, crafting wines that are unique, as opposed to mass-producing something that is standardized.”
Initially the Copelands managed Bouchaine long distance, and then looked for the right winemaker whose desires, vision, and wine palate were compatible with theirs. Gerret likes to say that Bacchus, the God of Wine, delivered Michael Richmond, founder of Acacia, to Bouchaine.  Gerret adds, “And of course Michael’s alter-ego had to come along with him” – which is how Greg (short for gregarious) Gauthier joined the new team at Bouchaine as national sales manager.
Prior to his involvement with Bouchaine, Gerret developed a successful New York Stock Exchange brokerage firm which he sold to Dean Witter. He resides in Wilmington, Delaware, where he is very involved with environmental causes.  He helped establish The Brandywine Conservancy and its Environmental Management Center in Pennsylvania, which protects the Brandywine River Valley from pollution and over-development. For 10 years, as director of the Environmental Management Center, he assisted in preserving thousands of acres of open land in Pennsylvania and Delaware.  He is also active with Longwood Gardens, The Mount Cuba Center and the Napa County Land Trust.  Gerret currently serves as Chairman of the Delaware Art Museum, where construction of the “Gerret and Tatiana Copeland Wing” was completed in 2007.  
Gerret Copeland’s palate and his joie de vivre are complemented by his passion for beauty, his dedication to the environment, and his love of wine.  For him, Bouchaine is the ultimate adventure.  “I have always loved the softness, roundness and fleshiness of a great Pinot Noir.  It is a wine of unique charms.”






